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" Or rather since that Pow'r express'd
His greatness in his works alone,
B'ing here best in his creatures known,

Why is he not lov'd in them best ?

"But is 't not true, which you pretend,                 85

That since our love and knowledge here
Only as parts of life appear,

So they with it should take their end.

" Oh no, belov'd, I am most sure

Those virtuous habits we acquire,                     90

As being with the soul entire,
Must with it evermore endure.

" For if where sins and vice reside

We find so foul a guilt remain,

As never dying in his stain                               95

Still punish'd in the soul doth bide,

"Much more that true and real joy,

Which in a virtuous love is found,

Must be more solid in its ground
Than Fate or Death can e'er destroy.                  100

"Else should our souls in vain elect,
And vainer yet were Heaven's laws,
When to an everlasting cause

They gave a perishing effect.

"Nor here on earth then, nor above,                   105

Our good affection can impair,
For where God doth admit the fair,

Think you that he excludeth love?

" These eyes again, then, eyes shall see,
And hands again these hands enfold,                no

And all chaste pleasures can be told

Shall with us everlasting be.

"For if no use of sense remain,
When bodies once this life forsake,
Or they could no delight partake,                    115

Why should they ever rise again?